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ACEC Illinois Goes to Washington
ACEC Illinois Board Members visited with Illinois’ Congressional Delegation last week to discuss
federal infrastructure issues, including:

Passage of FY22 appropriations that includes full-funding of the recently enacted
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
Waiver from the FAR Credit Clause for PPP recipients
An outline of the workforce challenges in the engineering sector.

During the visit, ACEC Illinois met with:

Senator Dick Durbin
Congressman Mike Bost
Congressman Rodney Davis
Congressman Bill Foster
Congressman Darin LaHood
Congresswoman Robin Kelly
Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi
Congressman Mike Quigley
Congressman Brad Schneider

IDOT Secretary Omer Osman and representatives from Governor Pritzker’s administration also
joined ACEC Illinois for meetings with members of the delegation

https://www.wandtv.com/news/videos/legislative-push-wants-infrastructure-prioritized/video_9ca5eccf-b0e5-5f6f-a132-b4d70256ae02.html
https://youtu.be/qtyh_KsH2cA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XTXz741rt0
https://www.acecil.org/Resources/a68f4ea5-59d1-478b-ae30-1166b00062be/2022 ACEC Illinois EEA Magazine.pdf
https://vimeo.com/591708998
https://www.aceclifehealthtrust.com/get-a-quote
http://www.acecrt.com


Governor’s Office NamesGovernor’s Office Names
White House Liaison on InfrastructureWhite House Liaison on Infrastructure

Following a request from White House Infrastructure Director
Mitch Landrieu to have state’s appoint an infrastructure liaison, Governor JB Pritzker’s office
announced on an ACEC Illinois webinar yesterday that IDOT Deputy Chief of Staff Becky
Locker will serve in that capacity. In that role, Locker will review rulemaking for the IIJA
competitive grants and monitor overall implementation of IIJA at a statewide level.

ACEC Illinois Outlines “2022 Prioritizing Our Infrastructure”
Agenda in Springfield

WGEM: Calling all engineers: ACEC aims to prioritize state’s infrastructure
The bipartisan package of bills will fund the modernization of infrastructure throughout the state
and create jobs for Illinoisans. Artl said the legislation would provide stability in infrastructure
projects, funding, and employment opportunities for the state.
“The future of engineering has never been brighter,” said Steve Donahue, Chair of the ACEC Board
of Directors.
 
WICS: Illinois Engineers Prioritize Infrastructure Statewide
The American Council of Engineering Companies of Illinois says that the legislation will make sure
that Illinois' infrastructure projects will continue to be well-funded. While these investments are
historic, some would describe them as once in a generation." Kevin Artl, president and CEO of the
American Council of Engineering Companies of Illinois said. "We have important work to do here in
Illinois to make sure projects like these get realized."
 
The Daily Line: Engineering Group Unveils "Prioritize Our Infrastructure" Agenda
“ACEC Illinois is proud to work with students across the state to get them excited about careers in
engineering. The bills the engineering industry leaders are pushing for will do more than just get
students excited - these pieces of legislation will offer incentives for the best and brightest
engineering professionals to stay and work in Illinois," said Tanya Adams, Vice President of WSP
USA and Secretary of the ACEC Illinois Board of Directors

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SOjSlsEcp6VBLv6qKt7VOtk2AKkXJfJeB-SnIckD6Asn7ISEHwDNMstcJoxHtuYsA7lYnebUlNfWJsig4NRSJ1sef4hYZbzmNmWgMfabg6XyQR2_dz2bhSWDYyygMMD-JHe7KAVYwara7m95XQDFodsp0UgQIb705nBMl9Qz_kqQZ1H0GWfj_E-tbwNEZUSHfXaX4i294yqlNOtid5UVz43TYso2QRQZZdUSsoqqX_nJIJ1PBfxeM4DkthlzL4N8yCAnlPyjuH2hKjE4Plwbx765o9GdqjJh&c=qf_Kxo6aBGGohF5gC7NsSlYEpfa09I4LpiJglUp5SvReww4vG5zGEw==&ch=I5bPCsEVkNuWZkIEHjFGNN2amdXyUGAx-Y7PYI0GHBz8t71LCpeN6w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SOjSlsEcp6VBLv6qKt7VOtk2AKkXJfJeB-SnIckD6Asn7ISEHwDNMstcJoxHtuYs2d1Qwu4Znd9GoQDrTXbbq3KJIpButhzyG7rhg3UGvIh9MzjdtSQjMQaZTuRcmSchsRHSoHub0QoPJ9ZK6iQ-ANdyq-PwKjd28nz1HPsh1VGcbIqG3UhS9q9mAigwYgrjFdNBLbQYgqJdBMDHNqA_Hj02hmR8CuHp1DLMN34tiAZ3PFW8lRE8BQ==&c=qf_Kxo6aBGGohF5gC7NsSlYEpfa09I4LpiJglUp5SvReww4vG5zGEw==&ch=I5bPCsEVkNuWZkIEHjFGNN2amdXyUGAx-Y7PYI0GHBz8t71LCpeN6w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SOjSlsEcp6VBLv6qKt7VOtk2AKkXJfJeB-SnIckD6Asn7ISEHwDNMstcJoxHtuYswe0Clw_aH2ZaofhDpiWw2Au9UiVCZAvoPVfz3T7dfRz_TnCW7v-Uovz3T9hskMIy6TNPtS9MQ8oknybo47LU1QMGZSuZefAAQQUmX8pyJaOuSxyk2PdD9QWiOF0WYv8ytXcTVfwCMrIFCpBtFEZw-_E76sdbxqSJXR7DKOeZlC6vmqQzy9cNuQ==&c=qf_Kxo6aBGGohF5gC7NsSlYEpfa09I4LpiJglUp5SvReww4vG5zGEw==&ch=I5bPCsEVkNuWZkIEHjFGNN2amdXyUGAx-Y7PYI0GHBz8t71LCpeN6w==


Daily Herald: Pritzker's gas tax relief plan faces opposition
But P.J. Fitzpatrick, with the firm HR Green Inc., said the inflationary increases in the motor fuel
tax were an important element of the Rebuild Illinois program because without it, revenue from
the tax could not keep up with the rising cost of construction projects
 
WMBD: Gas Tax Changes Raise Concern
One concern Kevin Artl with the American Council of Engineering Companies of Illinois raised deals
with the governor’s proposed freeze of the annual gas tax increase set for July 1. Artl said that
could lead to funding gaps of half a billion dollars over five years.

ACEC Illinois Meets with Policy Makers During Springfield Lobby Day

ACEC Illinois members met with the state's top legislative leaders to discuss issues ranging from
business climate concerns to Rebuild Illinois funding. Among some of the issues discussed was
legislation ACEC Illinois has worked on with Sen. Ram Villivalam to provide student loan repayment
assistance for Illinois engineering graduates who go to work with IDOT.
 
ACEC Illinois also outlined our concerns with procurement rules that limit knowledge transfer
between consultants and agency staff and members discussed concerns related to the proposed
suspension of the annual adjustment to the gas tax.
 
Overall, ACEC Illinois members met with the follow lawmakers during lobby day:
 
·   Speaker of the House Chris Welch
·   Senate President Don Harmon
·   House Republican Leader Jim Durkin
·   Senate Republican Leader Dan McConchie
·   Senate Transportation Chair Ram Villivalam
·   Senate Transportation Minority Spokesperson Don DeWitte
·   House Transportation Chair Marty Moylan
·   House Transportation Minority Spokesperson Mike Marron
·   Assistant Majority Leader Jay Hoffman
·   Assistant Republican Leader Ryan Spain
·   Assistant Republican Leader Tim Butler
·   Representative Amy Elik
·   Representative Lance Yednock
·   Representative Marty McLaughlin

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SOjSlsEcp6VBLv6qKt7VOtk2AKkXJfJeB-SnIckD6Asn7ISEHwDNMstcJoxHtuYsEUDEerDwYdv9a5VyCx8NRw22c3zB04CkIFqDY0zmcNwIy0317VC0dI3ve3yGTzCYPn1cBS_vh6eBgFsFJyvSY3nDk2wvGXvpNn3rm_Nc2iHj6QdxkSPXfYsZF9bolUYMAacp1RVIeRjhZhytwZGi8m8LF2N5ERZZw8NQZS8TtEGw1ecqD_5byA==&c=qf_Kxo6aBGGohF5gC7NsSlYEpfa09I4LpiJglUp5SvReww4vG5zGEw==&ch=I5bPCsEVkNuWZkIEHjFGNN2amdXyUGAx-Y7PYI0GHBz8t71LCpeN6w==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SOjSlsEcp6VBLv6qKt7VOtk2AKkXJfJeB-SnIckD6Asn7ISEHwDNMstcJoxHtuYsXYLWJQYw0pXrsdXm9WFDc0oGHcBaSLURJyjdfzel4UYc02RtPxXc1Gw8min5kGCUp9QZPKKb_Vko-9M9WqQuGAJLHgxIMWEYL3PRDFzAoTkxsU8GWY9sXvq6E7R8x4UCpKrCCjr4Lg3MSo9gY0jiXfeUgeyJv18E_4orHeZBQ_nLPccwVOVbuHGRgDajbXOzwCN6539S-9ex4zTfUU5ZHmVEDNgg_zat&c=qf_Kxo6aBGGohF5gC7NsSlYEpfa09I4LpiJglUp5SvReww4vG5zGEw==&ch=I5bPCsEVkNuWZkIEHjFGNN2amdXyUGAx-Y7PYI0GHBz8t71LCpeN6w==


Design Build Passes Senate,
Heads to House

ACEC Illinois President and CEO Kevin Artl, along with Linda
Moen (EFK Moen), Mike Mack (Burns & McDonnell), Luis
Montgomery (2im Group), Ray Kumapley (SE3) and Tricia Walsh
(Parsons) provided testimony this week before the Senate

Transportation Committee on the pending Design Build bill.
 
The legislation,SB 2981, is a revamped design build bill that provides IDOT and Tollway design
build authorization while providing enhanced protections for small and diverse engineering
companies, including:
 
·   Separate DBE goals for design and construction
·   Bid-Shopping protections
·   Required independent procurement of an Owner's Representative/Construction Manager for
projects over $30 million
·   Limit of award authority to $400 million over MYP.
 
The legislation received unanimous approval in the Senate and now heads to the House for
consideration.

Thanks,
Kevin Artl
President and CEO
American Council of Engineering Companies of Illinois

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SOjSlsEcp6VBLv6qKt7VOtk2AKkXJfJeB-SnIckD6Asn7ISEHwDNMstcJoxHtuYsjYEmx41dDCDxDbavQtB1T4t8RUkdmQgqT5uXxGe792YRcHxqyKF57P9oFDrJh-9DJIakQNAyOY4hdLBps3nYrx8d3su02KdabLjnYpk3TrmNAy6lIDDwAclVxqwyBoFX5B7UsoU_6b5DAygHox0HUWe7oz4_b4eg_aRVo6Tnvd_EUqcrCWzpWmjygEdkg0ycRIGYCrGzOSQPvie7rsbt3j-bBVDWvuzvRVkZTaUKazg=&c=qf_Kxo6aBGGohF5gC7NsSlYEpfa09I4LpiJglUp5SvReww4vG5zGEw==&ch=I5bPCsEVkNuWZkIEHjFGNN2amdXyUGAx-Y7PYI0GHBz8t71LCpeN6w==
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Holmes Murphy

How long have you been in the engineering industry?How long have you been in the engineering industry?
30 years !



What committees are you apart of?What committees are you apart of?
 Risk Management. COVID Task Force

What has been the biggest benefit of joining ACEC-IL? What has been the biggest benefit of joining ACEC-IL? 
Acquiring knowledge of issues related to my passion in serving the
engineering design community. I’ve found the members to be generous with
their time and skills to promote the engineering industry.    

What do you enjoy most about working with the engineering industry?What do you enjoy most about working with the engineering industry?
They are driven, optimistic and committed to professionalism. Ironically,
engineers also have very witty-humor. 

What has been your favorite event help by ACEC-IL?What has been your favorite event help by ACEC-IL?
The annual winter conference. I look forward to returning to Board
Meetings, Education Sessions & the Awards Gala combined into one
event.    

Why do you feel businesses such as yours should join ACEC-IL?  Why do you feel businesses such as yours should join ACEC-IL?  
ACEC-IL is working behind the scenes as the industry advocate. The
engineering community may not even be aware of the benefits they are
receiving on their behalf. As challenges present themselves, ACEC is
working as an advocate at the State level to provide a fair playing
field. ACEC generates networking opportunities with members and
committees-allowing direct line access to government liaisons. They are a
valuable source of information, training and tools Access to information,
training, valuable resources to the member firms to promote engineering
excellence.

ADVOCACY EDUCATIONAL BUSINESS

Webinar Series: Professional Development
March 15, 2022 11am to May 3, 2022 12pm

Join ACEC Illinois for an 8 session webinar series on Professional
Development.

What to expect: 
8 - one-hour sessions
8 PDH's
All sessions recorded for later viewing

Fees: 
$50 Single Registration
$250 Firm Registration
*Unlimited number of firm attendees



Register Here

Webinar: Proposal Writing - How To and Lessons
Learned
March 16, 2022 12pm - 1pm

Host: Kyle Duffy, TranSystems
Proposal Writing - How To and Lessons Learned
Whether you’ve been writing proposals for years or your 2022
goal is to get involved with your first one, we’ll have a panel
discussion sharing their tips and advice. We’ll touch on what
makes a good proposal, how you can get involved, and best ways
to add value. Come with questions in mind to ask our panel!

Register Here

Luncheon: Cook County Briefing with Cook
County President Preckwinkle
March 22, 2022 11:30am - 1pm

Join ACEC Illinois for a Cook County Briefing with Cook County
President Toni Preckwinkle Toni Preckwinkle is the 35th
president of the Cook County Board of Commissioners, an office
she has held since 2010. She is the first Black woman to be
elected to the office. A dedicated and effective public servant,
President Preckwinkle has worked to transform County
government through increased fiscal responsibility,
transparency, and improved services.

11:30am-12:00pm NETWORKING
12:00pm LUNCH served
12:15pm-1:00pm Update from Cook County President
 
REGISTRATION FEES:
In Person Member $85
In Person Non-Member $160
 
SPONSORSHIP:
$250 SILVER SPONSOR
1 Ticket
VIP Seating
Recognition at event and on social media

$500 GOLD SPONSORS
2Tickets
VIP Seating at Headtable
Recognition at event and on social media
*only 5 available

https://cvent.me/kag87z
https://cvent.me/zPAMN1


Register Here

Engineering with Land Acquisition in Mind
March 23, 2022 9am - 2:45pm

Price: $150
PDH's: 5

Register Here

Webinar: Choose Your Own Adventure - Internal
and External Entrepreneurship
April 13, 2022 12pm - 1pm

Host: Meghan Milewski, Farnsworth Group LLC
Choose Your Own Adventure - Internal and External
Entrepreneurship

Register Here

UPCOMING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
 

Click Here: Committee Meeting Schedule (acecil.org)

Please contact Emily Martinez, Director of Membership, for committee meeting
details: emily@acecil.org

Engineering Resource Associates
3s701 West Avenue, Suite 150
Warrenville, IL 60555
630-393-3060
www.eraconsultants.com

Clark Dietz, Inc. Announces Leadership Changes

https://cvent.me/l7e4aN
https://cvent.me/bnVQyE
https://cvent.me/zPAMN1
https://www.acecil.org/Committees/committee-meeting-schedule/
mailto:emily@acecil.org
http://www.eraconsultants.com


CHAMPAIGN, IL, February 4, 2022 – Clark Dietz, Inc. has re-elected Charles Craddock, PE, FACEC,
as Chairman, President and CEO. Jerry Payonk, PE and Wesley Christmas, PE were re-elected
Executive Vice President. Mustafa Emir, PE, PhD was elected to the executive committee as
Executive Vice President, and re-elected Secretary, and Sean Widener, PE was re-elected
Treasurer.
 
A new addition to the Board includes Seth Swartz, CPA, Chief Financial Officer.
 
Clark Dietz, Inc. is a recognized leader in transportation, civil, environmental, mechanical,
electrical, and structural engineering with over 125 professional staff in regional offices in Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky and Wisconsin.

 
###

Clark Dietz Announces New Shareholders

CHAMPAIGN, IL, February 4, 2022 - Clark Dietz, Inc., one of the Midwest’s leading professional
consulting engineering firms, has announced the election of eight new shareholders: Maria Behrens,
PE, Mitchell Daharsh, Al Lapinskas, PE, Chai Mamidala, PE, Nicholas Rademacher, Keary Roberts,
PE, Sam Robertson, PE, CRM, and George Sundy, PE. These additions reflect the firm’s commitment
to recognizing the contributions of staff who demonstrate a strong work ethic, a commitment to
clients, and a dedication to the betterment of the firm.
 
“Every year, we are proud to welcome exceptional members of our staff to our shareholder group,”
said Charles Craddock, Chairman of the Board. “These new shareholders exemplify the dedication,
professionalism, and commitment to serving our clients that form the cornerstones of our business.
It is a great privilege to have these new shareholders vested in the success of our firm.”
 
Clark Dietz, Inc. is a recognized leader in transportation, civil, environmental, mechanical,
electrical, and structural engineering with over 125 professional staff in regional offices in Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky and Wisconsin.

###

When Engineers Discover
Contamination

Our friends in the engineering industry sometimes ask us; “What’s the worst kind of environmental
contamination to find at a project site”?

There’s a lot of different types of contamination that can affect the soil, groundwater, and air. We
come across petroleum, dry-cleaning, and heavy metals frequently in our line of work. But if I’m
being honest, the worst contamination to find by an engineer is surprise contamination.

Full Article: Here

https://www.clarkdietz.com/
https://www.clarkdietz.com/
https://a3e.com/when-engineers-discover-contamination/




Benton & Associates, Inc. Announces the
Appointment of New Associates



Adam L. Fox Joshua A. Stewart, P.E.

Benton & Associates, Inc. is pleased to announce Adam L. Fox and Joshua S. Stewart, have
attained the position of Associate of the firm in recognition of their years of service, contributions
to our client's projects and commitment to the future of Benton & Associates, Inc.
 
Adam L. Fox has been employed with Benton & Associates for over 12 years and is a licensed Class
A Water Operator. Mr. Fox works in the environmental department and his experience includes the
design, permitting, and operation of water treatment plants and water systems, wastewater
systems improvements, environmental permitting for a variety of infrastructure projects, and
construction phase services.
 
Joshua A. Stewart, PE, is a licensed professional engineer, based in our Kirksville MO office, who
provides planning, design and construction phase engineering services on a variety of infrastructure
projects which include: water and wastewater treatment plant improvements, rural water systems,
water distribution systems, wastewater collection systems, new residential and commercial land
development and elevated water storage tanks. Josh has been with B&A since 2010.
 
Benton & Associates, Inc. provides engineering and surveying services for both public and private
clients in Illinois and Missouri. www.bentonassociates.com

Illinois Tollway DBE Construction and Professional Services
Availability and Disparity Study

Small Group Business Owner Interview Sessions
Your Participation is Requested

The Illinois Tollway is conducting an Availability and Disparity Study examining its Disadvantaged
Business Enterprise Program (“DBE”) program for disadvantaged, minority- and woman-owned

http://www.bentonassociates.com


business enterprises (“D/M/WBEs”). The Illinois Tollway is conducting this research to ensure that
D/M/WBEs have equal access to contracting opportunities and that its current program remains
legally defensible and administratively successful.
 
We invite you to participate in the study through an online small group interview of business
owners. These important sessions will provide an opportunity to relate your experiences with doing
business with the Illinois Tollway as a prime or subcontractor on Illinois Tollway contracts and
projects, or your attempts to do so, and any barriers that you have encountered. Your insights and
experiences will help identify potential improvements in our DBE program and encourage increased
collaboration while promoting economic growth for all segments of our community.
 
Online meetings will be held: March 29 through March 30, 2022
 
Please click here to register for an online small group interview. You will be taken to a short two-
question survey to allow us to direct you to the appropriate session.
 
All persons requiring special accommodations, including language assistance, should directly
contact Colette Holt & Associates, the firm facilitating the sessions, no later than one week prior to
the selected session.

QUESTIONS AND GENERAL INFORMATION
Study Website:

tollwaydbe.disparity-study.com
 

Consultant conducting the study:
Colette Holt & Associates, Inc

tollwaydbe-study@mwbelaw.com
(855) 692-3529

Illinois Tollway Contact:
Tavia N. Bowers

Consultant – Diversity
 

tbowers@getipass.com
(708) 712 - 7360

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMAuFBt4Xb-mgbDP_Xw99BFPxCcyTsZFEEAy-0NNlBeeIJXnhwJGumfrFp-kSCIrQ27udQV0V-cuIFaZWwySyvzj-qSf_U2hIOiPicEhNvnhx1QfaHKS1NHDnKA07Pnjr84mVqsthvKrPBiFEs7U4fEg0xz7jNDOiIH01FAleWI=&c=3pxJ4o9Solzn5u57CMJ94hRmapQ1Q4TH7YUC3aA-wDs0XRWytknH4Q==&ch=s7nom9r4iU5Lkl_Pbpz2479saswS-4dKuVdc66fvWpcYnDRDpLd-jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMAuFBt4Xb-mgbDP_Xw99BFPxCcyTsZFEEAy-0NNlBeeIJXnhwJGumfrFp-kSCIrQ27udQV0V-cuIFaZWwySyvzj-qSf_U2hIOiPicEhNvnhx1QfaHKS1NHDnKA07Pnjr84mVqsthvKrPBiFEs7U4fEg0xz7jNDOiIH01FAleWI=&c=3pxJ4o9Solzn5u57CMJ94hRmapQ1Q4TH7YUC3aA-wDs0XRWytknH4Q==&ch=s7nom9r4iU5Lkl_Pbpz2479saswS-4dKuVdc66fvWpcYnDRDpLd-jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FMAuFBt4Xb-mgbDP_Xw99BFPxCcyTsZFEEAy-0NNlBeeIJXnhwJGujZ6jQhb41ZoiTG77jp-RSDPTVHUmEUSjmnJVSZS-6jiWNvz7asz4J9BZNWn3faaRh5jUesjpO4Tlf89VzFl-5qXDTqRyCiOuRVYWIXrTiwr&c=3pxJ4o9Solzn5u57CMJ94hRmapQ1Q4TH7YUC3aA-wDs0XRWytknH4Q==&ch=s7nom9r4iU5Lkl_Pbpz2479saswS-4dKuVdc66fvWpcYnDRDpLd-jw==
mailto:tollwaydbe-study@mwbelaw.com
mailto:tbowers@getipass.com
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We would love to see your
furry coworkers!

Tag us in your posts:

#ACECILPETS

CHECK OUT OUR NEW MEDIA PAGE
Follow the link: Videos | ACEC-IL

SUBMIT UPDATES & ARTICLES:SUBMIT UPDATES & ARTICLES:
Please submit firm update & news articles by the 15th of

each month to: bethany@acecil.orgbethany@acecil.org
Articles and updates will be included in the membership

newsletter, posted on our website, and shared through our
social media feeds.

Website: www.acecil.orgwww.acecil.org

https://www.acecil.org/Resources/media-content/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_ooVn2wthI3RIVCUWOFKIAnYmNN6gL6eQgD7o0-3rJDiC7xuhMb0Ro_VOr8uX5lncFE4td0oRxcJwp69EqbGsoVsUHnO7xt-MiYwiww3P_oieuy6yfZ_Uy6Gro53eDw_uqWQa5ONv6m5plTXPgSriw==&c=2YDtkT9I8TvcADB8HZvY8nyOkw1dnNqvvkJmpPF9Lw3S9MbyCgLtbA==&ch=F1sAzUAt7jsFpL4RjM5R8JYwVOg8B4m6KVKOtbuCoVOn5CGSs3f65w==



